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When the American College of Cardiology (ACC) held its
first membership meeting in 1951, the event was a relatively
humble affair: About 275 physicians gathered for a program
of scientific papers that the organizers hoped would be
“immediately useful to every physician in attendance.”
In the almost half-century since then, the College’s
membership meeting has evolved and grown along with our
discipline. Today the ACC Annual Scientific Session is the
pre-eminent educational program in the field of cardiovas-
cular medicine. ACC ’99 attracted a record-breaking
30,000-plus cardiovascular specialists and other health care
professionals with a program whose complexity reflected the
fact that our specialty has now developed subspecialties of its
own. Of participants surveyed, 98 percent gave the sessions
they attended a rating of “excellent.”
Next year’s meeting promises to be very different and
even more successful. The planning for this meeting began
three years ago, when I was asked to chair the task force to
examine every aspect of the meeting. The ACC 2000
Annual Scientific Session is the result. I’m confident that
you’ll find ACC 2000 to be everything you asked for—no
matter what stage of your career you’re in.
To be held March 12–15 at the Anaheim Convention
Center in California, ACC 2000 will introduce a number of
new features that will make this year’s meeting different
from any of the 48 meetings that have gone before.
SPOTLIGHT SUNDAY
Take Spotlight Sunday, for instance. Building on the
success of the ACCIS ’99 pilot program, ACC 2000 will
feature three day-long symposia that will use state-of-the-
art pedagogical techniques to focus intensively on specific
areas of cardiovascular medicine. Related programming in
the days that follow will continue the subspecialty focus,
allowing participants to create their own customized “meet-
ing within a meeting.”
c Cosponsored with the Society for Cardiac Angiography
and Interventions, the ACCIS 2000 symposium will
feature the latest information about clinical trials and
device development in interventional cardiology.
c A response to past participants’ request for more infor-
mation on the kinds of clinical cardiology problems they
encounter in everyday practice, the ClinCard 2000 sym-
posium will cover such topics as preventive cardiology,
congestive heart failure, and acute coronary syndromes.
Following state-of-the-art lectures by expert faculty, the
audience will be able to participate in a moderated case
presentation.
c Cosponsored with the American Society of Echocardiog-
raphy, the Echo 2000 symposium will feature interactive
case presentations and readings with experts in echocar-
diography. Both ACCIS 2000 and Echo 2000 will feature
live case demonstrations that will be transmitted from
sites around the globe.
MEETING HIGHLIGHTS SESSION
Spotlight Sunday won’t be the only new item on the agenda,
however. In response to members’ feedback, we have also
developed a special Meeting Highlights Session. Sched-
uled for Wednesday, March 15, this two-hour session will
offer concise synopses of the most important findings
presented at the meeting. In addition to helping those who
can’t squeeze in all the sessions that interest them during the
31⁄2-day meeting, this session will also give attendees
convenient “take-home” messages on a variety of topics. I’m
proud to say this is the first time a national cardiovascular
medicine meeting will feature a highlights session like this
one.
JOINT SYMPOSIA AND OTHER SPECIAL SESSIONS
ACC 2000 will also offer new twists on old favorites. Joint
symposia with the ACC’s sister societies, such as the
European Society of Cardiology, the Association of Black
Cardiologists, and the American College of Physicians-
American Society of Internal Medicine, have long been a
popular offering at the Annual Scientific Session, for in-
stance. Next year, the joint ACC/InterAmerican Society
of Cardiology symposium will be conducted entirely in
Spanish for the first time. Other new features at ACC 2000
include moderated poster sessions and featured abstract
sessions.
MORE PROGRAMMING OF ALL TYPES
Of course, some of the ACC 2000 programming represents
refinement rather than radical change. For one thing, there
will be more of the good things the College has pioneered
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over the last half-century or so. ACC 2000 will feature 30
percent more programming covering all aspects of cardio-
vascular medicine—prevention, ischemic heart disease, vas-
cular disease, interventional cardiology, heart failure, cardiac
arrhythmias, noninvasive imaging, and pediatric cardiology.
You will have many more sessions to choose from: 74
meet-the-expert sessions, 47 symposia, 36 luncheon panels,
18 mini-courses, and 28 of the evening sessions once known
as “fireside panels.” In response to members’ requests, the
meeting will also feature more structured sessions and
more practical, “bread-and-butter” sessions open to all
meeting participants.
CUSTOMIZED CURRICULA
This comprehensive array of offerings will also be organized
in a new way. The ACC 2000 Program Committee, led by
Drs. William A. Zoghbi and Neal S. Kleiman, has devel-
oped the following nine topic tracks to make it easy for you
to create customized curricula for yourselves:
c Myocardial ischemia and infarction;
c Angiography and interventional cardiology;
c Hypertension, vascular disease, and prevention;
c Valvular heart disease;
c Cardiac function and heart failure;
c Cardiac arrhythmias;
c Noninvasive imaging;
c Pediatric cardiology; and
c Special sessions.
Within each of these tracks, you’ll be able to choose from
symposia, mini-courses, meet-the-experts sessions, lun-
cheon panels, and evening sessions. Starting in January, you
can start customizing your own personal curriculum by
visiting the College’s Web site at http://www.acc.org.
SCHEDULING CHANGES AND
MEMBER-ONLY REGISTRATION WINDOW
When you do, you’ll notice that we’ve also made many
scheduling changes to better accommodate physicians’
busy lives. The Presidential Plenary Session and all evening
sessions, for example, will begin earlier than ever before.
The Convocation Ceremony will be held Tuesday instead of
Wednesday evening. We even created a special “window of
opportunity” for housing registration. In response to
attendee feedback, registration for the sought-after hotel
rooms was opened only to ACC members during Septem-
ber; general registration was delayed until October 1.
All of these changes will make the first Annual Scientific
Session of the 21st century the best so far. I look forward to
seeing you at the most comprehensive cardiovascular edu-
cational program ever.
I welcome your thoughts about ACC 2000. Please feel
free to write to me at Heart House, 9111 Old Georgetown
Road, Bethesda, MD 20814-1699; fax to 301-897-9745; or
e-mail me at pres@acc.org.
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